Nh& mui nwéc mam qué, bén gay
dwng hang nwéc mam & My
DPang-Giao/Nguwoi Viét

WESTMINSTER, California (NV) — Nwéc mam thom ngon |a niém dam mé ma éng
Pham Thé Cuéng, mot ki sw 25 nam cla hang Apple Inc., theo dudi trong nhiéu
nadm. Nhu moi thuyén nhan Viét Nam, cudc doi 6ng Cwdng gan lién véi nhirng chiée
thuyén, nhwng 6ng lai di xa hon vé&i mét con thuyén khac.

Thuyén dé Red Boat quanh Pht Qudc, noi ¢6 ca com than ngon nhét.
(Hinh: Andrew Bordwin)

Ong ké: “Ky trc thoi 4u tho clia tdi man ma hwong vi nwéc mam nhi Pha Québc. Hoi
t6i con nhd, me t6i chi ndu an bang nwéc mam nay.”

Do vay ma trwdc sau nhw mot, dng Cudéng mot long khdi phuc lai mot san pham
qudc hén, qubc tay da tir 1au thiéu vang trén thwong trwdng hai ngoai.

Hwong vi nwéc mam nhi Pha Quéc

Vwot bién nam 1979, 6ng mang trong dau nhirng bira com thit kho “day mui” me
n4u trong nhitng chiéu mwa qué nha. & My, trong tham tam, 6ng luén khao khat
khéng khi hanh phuc gia dinh quay quan quanh mam com dam &m ctia nhirng ngay
da qua.

“Qua MY, v6 cho, t6i thdy hang chuc loai nwéc mam, tén Viét cd, tén Anh cd, nhung

t6i khdng tim dwoc nwéc mam nhi ngon nhw ngay xwa niva,” 6ng ké. “T6i that vong
l&dm.”
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Thoi gian da lau, nhwng khéng béi x6a dwgc hwong vi nhivng bira an dam da qué
nha nam xwa.

B&o lanh me sang My nam 1990, hai me con dng déu déng y 1a nhirng mén an ba
lam khéng ngon nhu xwa nira du ba khéng dbi cong thirc. Mai sau, dng mai biét
chéc chan dé 1a vi khéng cé nwéc ma&m ngon nhw ndm xua.

Ong biét mudn cé mén an ngon, phai c6 nwéc mam ngon.

Nam 2005, éng vé Phu Quéc, ghé thdm “nha thung” va mua tdng me may chai nwéc
mam nhi. “Dem qua day, ném xong, me t6i mrng mudn khoc,” 6ng hdi twdng. “Dung
la nwéc mé&m ngay xwa roi.”

Khi thdy me minh khw khw cét gitr may chai nwéc mé&m nhw bao vat, khdng dam
thodi mai dung vi so hét; 6ng biét rdng 6ng phai san xuat nwéc mam nay va dwa
qua My. “T6i khdng mudn tré thanh nha san xuét chi vi tién ma vi tdi mubn lam nuéc
mam ngon cho moi ngudi,” dng bay té.

Me 6ng ciing ddng mét vai trd quan trong trong quyét dinh nay cda éng.

“Ly do quan trong nhét 1a 1am me t&i vui,” 6ng tam sw. “Ly do th(r nhi & cé nwéc
mam ngon thi gia dinh, con cai minh dwoc an ngon.”

“Hon nira, nwéc mam Viét Nam qua ngon ma sao minh khéng phé bién cho thé
giGi,” éng tiép.

Phai chang day ciing 1a cdng thirc 1am nwdc mam clia 6ng? Long hiéu thao, long
thwong yéu gia dinh, ndi hoai niém, mét chut tw hao dan téc, mét chiut cau toan?

“Nha Thung” Red Boat v&i thuing chiva bang gb dé gitr nguyén truyén théng.
(Hinh: Tiffany Pham cung cép)
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Bon nam mé&i san xuat dwoe “nhw mui nwéc mam qué”

Ngay nam 2005, 6ng Cwéong hop tac véi mot “nha thung,” mot 16 nwéc mam tai Phu
Quéc, va ndm sau, 2006, bat dau san xuat. “Nha thung’ nhd nén luc dau, chung toi
san xuét it théi,” dng noi. “Tai thich s&n xuét kiéu thi cong cb truyén.”

B&n nam dau, trong thoi gian thtr nghiém, phdm chat nwéc mam chwa dang véi yéu
cau qua cao cla 6ng. Phai mét thoi gian niva, sau khi ti mi chinh stra, dén ndm
2009, 6ng m&i cdm thay vira y.

Ong muébn Red Boat, thwong hiéu cia 6ng, phai 1a nwédc mam nguyén chat va tinh
khiét nhat thé gidi. Red Boat phai la mét sy hda quyén vé cung tinh té cla thit,
xwong ca com than véi mudi va thdi gian ma thoi.

Tw nhivrng tdng pham thién nhién cda bién, 6ng da bién thanh nhirng giot nwé'c mam
dam da anh vang séng sanh, chat chira bao nhiéu tinh hoa vin héa 4m thuc cla té
tién; b&i vi, véi 6ng, nwdc mam la qué hwong, nwéc mam la tudi tho, 1a ky niém.
Nwéc mam twong trung cho nhirtng ngay ém dém mét thué da qua.

“Nwdc mém thi vé sb trén thwong truwéng tai My nhwng nwéc mam chinh géc Phu
Quéc, t6i tim hoai khéng cé. B&i vay tdi méi quyét dinh tw san xuat,” 6ng Cuwdng noi.

Nwé&c mam cla 6ng phai dat nhirng tiéu chuan cao nhat, khé khan nhét.

Ca com lwdi lén quanh Phu Quéc phai dwoc wép mubi ngay lap tire dé gitr do tuoi
ngot. “Vira kéo lwdi I&n, sau khi loai b ‘ca tap,’ ching téi wép ca lién rdi cho vé
ham. Mudi chang t6i st dung ciing la loai mudi bién tinh khiét cao cap,” 6ng néi.
“Sau d6 chung t6i ‘0 chwop’ tire 1a 1am cho ca Ién men, it nhéat 1a 12 thang.”

Ong nhan manh: “Vi c6ng thirc clia ching t6i rat don gian nén chung téi phai can
than theo déi moi bwdc trong tirng cdng doan. Cang don gian, ngwdi ta cang dé lam
sai.”

Chinh vi don gidn nén tirng budc phai hét sirc chinh xac.

2 wn>

Ngay ca nhirng thuing chira ca dé “0 chwop” ciing phai dwoc déng bang gb trong
rirng tai dia phwong nhw boi 1&i, vén vén, trai hay mé diéc.

Du tirng 1a mét ky sw cho hang Apple tai My, nhung 6ng Cwéng lai khong thich co
khi héa co’ s& ctia minh ma lai mudn “nha thung” cla Red Boat hoat dong theo kiéu
thd cong truyén thng.

Day la mot quyét dinh tao bao gitra thoi budi ma may méc, co khi, dién toan da len
1&i vao moi ngdc ngach ddi séng vi tién loi hon va nhanh chéng hon nhiéu. Hon ai
hét, vi cwu k¥ sw biét qua ré diéu nay. Nhung 6ng cwong quyét mudn Red Boat phai
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la nwédc mém truyén thdng da lam dam da biva com Viét Nam tir bao d&i nay dé cé
thé dat dwoc phdm chat ma nwéc mam Pha Quéc dwoc ca ngoi tir trwde dén gio.

Ong cudi: “Nwédc mém truyén thdng Pha Qubc qua tuyét voi xwa nay. Téi mudn béo
vé, duy tri va phat trién mon ngon truyén théng nay.”

RED BOAT

¥ redboatfishsauce.com
“Phamily Red Boat,” ttr trai, Tiffany Pham, Cwdng Pham va Tracy Pham.
(Hinh: Tiffany Pham cung cép)
D6 dam cao nhat

Chinh vi vy ma Red Boat phai hoan toan do thit, xwong ca hoa tan vao mudi ma ra
ch tuyét nhién khéng cé mét giot nwéc nao ca.

Chinh nhd vay ma chi trong mét thdi gian ngan, Red Boat da tré nén vuot troi trén
thwong trudng & My cling nhw khap no'i trén thé gidi.

Chinh nhd vay ma chi trong mét thdi gian ngan, Red Boat da tré thanh lwa chon duy
nhat ctia nhiéu diu bép ndi danh hang dau trén thé gi¢i. Chinh nhirng dbi tha cua
Red Boat phai cong nhan réng nho Red Boat ma nwdc mam Viét Nam maéi thue sw
c6 tén trong cong thirc ndu nwéng cla cac nha hang hang dau duwoc phong tang
sao Michelin.

Khong chi nguoi A Chau mé Red Boat, ngay ca nhirng cwu quan nhan My tirng
tham chién tai Viét Nam ciing rat ngac nhién khi tim dwoc hwong vi ca.

Tai sao vay?

Ong Cuwdng khang dinh: “Red Boat c6 d6 dam la 40°N (40 gram Nitrogen trong mot
lit). Va vi lam bang phwong phép truyén théng nén hwong vi rat thanh khiét.”

M6t trong nhirng ly do dé Red Boat cé d& dam cao hang dau nhw vay 1a vi hang nay
chi ding nwéc mam nhi, con goi la nwéc mam cbt ma tiéng Anh 1a “first press.”
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“Red Boat hoan toan la nwéc mam nhi, 13 ‘first press,” 6ng Cwdng khang dinh. “Dé

la ly do Red Boat luén c6 ham lwgng dam cao.”
D6 dam cang cao, nwdc mém cang thom ngon.

Mai vé sau, Red Boat m&i c6 loai “nwéc hai” (“second press”). Loai nay ré hon va
dwoc dan nhan mau trang dé khach hang dé dang phan biét v&i loai thwong hao
hang.

Nha san xuéat khéng mudn c6 sy nham 1an gitra “nhi nhat” véi “nhi hai.”

Tuy loai hai khéng thé bi v&i loai nhat nhwng van 1a nwéc mam ngon.

Ong Pham Thé Cwong (thtr ba, tir phai) cing mét nhém nhd nhan vién Red Boat tai Phu
Qudc. (Hinh: Denis Bissonnette)

Nwéc mam ngon khéng dworc ¢6 mui

Ong néi: “Sau khi thdy nwéc mém da 6n dinh va dat dwoc tiéu chuan khé khan cua
t6i, tdi m&i san xuat hang loat, nhwng van gil tinh chét thi cong.”

Vwot qua bao thtr thach khé khan, mai dén ndm 2011, Red Boat da thwc sy ¢6 du
pham lwong dé di vao thwong trwdng véi day dua uy tin.

Nwé&c mam ngon, theo 6ng Cuong, sé lam lam tdng thém hwong vi mén an. “Khi
ding nwéc mé&m ngon, mén an sé thom livng, sé& ‘day mui,” dng ndi.

Ong nhan manh: “Véi tdi, nwéc mam ngon khéng dwoc cé mui, khdng dwoc lam hoi
nha ma chi lam tang thém mui vi mén an théi.”
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“Cé nhiéu phu nir gbc Viét lay chéng ngoai qudc va khdng dwoc ndu moén nao cé
nwéc mam trong nha. Nhwng tir khi cé Red Boat, ho rat mirng vi cé thé ndu mén
Viét Nam mot cach thodi mai vi khdng cé mui gi ca,” éng ké.

Ong ty hao: “D6 1a d&c diém ctia Red Boat. Chi lam tdng hwong vi mén an théi.”

Lam tdng hwong vi mén an Ia diéu kién éng mudn Red Boat phai dat dwoc. “Cho
mét chut Red Boat v thit heo thi mui thit heo thom nirc. Hoac gia, cho mét chat Red
Boat v6 dia rau xao thi mui rau lai ndi bat 1én,” éng Cwéng hanh dién néi.

Ong chia sé thém mét chuyén: “Héi con sbng, cha t6i rat thich an ‘steak.”

Vi thé, 6ng nghi dén chuyén ché ra Red Boat dang mudi dé wép thit.
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Ong thwdng mua “steak” & Costco vé& 1am cho cha. Ong hanh dién ké: “Mét 1an cha
t6i héi, ‘Thit bira nay mua & dau ma ngon vay?’ T6i tra I van mua & Costco nhw
moi bira théi cha.” Cha téi nhai mot miéng niva réi néi, ‘Ky nay Costco ban thit ngon
ghé&” lam t6i rat vui vi bira d6 t6i wdp thit bang mubi wép Red Boat.”

N6i vé ly do Red Boat khéng ndng mui nwéc mam cb hivu, 6ng gidi thich: “Trong
nganh computer cé cau ‘Garbage in, garbage out’ (GIGO), nghia la néu lam viéc
dwa trén mot khai niém khéng hoan chinh thi két qua sé khong thé tét dep dwoc.
Ciing nhuw, cho rac vé thi chi nhan duoc rac 1a chuyén tat nhién.”

D06 14 ly do Red Boat chi dung toan nguyén liéu twoi nhat, tinh chat nhat va “a
chuwop” bang phwong cach vé sinh nhat. “Hon nira, cd com cta Red Boat dwoc wép
mudi bién thwong hang khi con twoi nén khéng thé cé mui hoi,” dng néi.

Nhan nwédc mam tr Pha Quéc, trong thdi gian dau, éng ban “online” tr nha.

Ong néi: “Thei gian dau chi cé vai cho ban Red Boat théi, nhwng t6i ban ‘online’ kha
nhiéu.”

Tiffany Pham, ¢d con gai ut ciia dng Cwdng, con nhé rat ré nhirng ngay phéi thai
cua Red Boat.

C6 gop chuyén: “Chau nhé& luc d6 c& nha quay quan lai giip ba chau. Ngwdi thi ném
coi du ngon chwa, ngudi thi phu déng goi dwdi ‘garage.” Ca gia dinh phu nhau. Vui
ldm.”

N6i vé& nguyén liéu tw nhién ctia nwéc mam Red Boat, cd nghiém giong: “Red Boat
qua ngon nén khéng can ‘trén’ sau lwng béat ctr chat diéu vi hay chat bao quan nao
ca. Red Boat nguyén chat 100%.”
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“Red Boat Concentrated Nwé'c ChAm” san phdm méi nhét ctia cong ty Red Boat.
(Hinh: Marie Buck)
Gan b6 vé&i nhirng con thuyén

Nhw moi thuyén nhan Viét Nam, cudc d&i 6ng Cwéng gan lién véi nhivng chiée
thuyén. Nam 1979, éng lén dwong vuot bién bang thuyén danh ca.

Nam 2011, con thuyén cé canh buébm dé Red Boat ctia 6ng da vwot hai phan Thai
Binh Dwong dé tré thanh thwong hiéu quen thudc ctia nhivng dau bép thuwong thang
thé gidi tai nhirtng nha hang doat danh hiéu Michelin cao quy nhw State Bird
Provisions va Mister Jius & San Francisco, California; Le Bernadin & New York va
Tim Raue & Berlin, Dirc.

Nh& con thuyén thay dbi cudc ddi, 6ng Cwdng chon tén Red Boat 1am thwong hiéu
cho minh. Ong noéi: “Boat’ |4 vi t6i tirng 1 ‘boat people,” 1a thuyén nhan, con ‘red’ 13
vi day la mau cla sw may man, cla sy phat trién.”

Nhe& canh budm Red Boat, nwéc mam nhi, linh hdn Am thwe Viét Nam, da hoa
quyén vao van héa am thyc thé gidi, tr Hoa Ky, Phap, Dirc, Y, Tay Ban Nha dén
tan nhirng noi chén xa xoi.

Niém vui clia sang lap vién céng ty Red Boat Pham Thé Cuéng khéng phai 1a sé lit
nwdc mam ban ra ngay mét tdng dan hang ndm, ma niém vui clia 6ng 1a dwoc thay
khach tiéu thu tran trong s&n pham cGa minh. “Téi rat mirng khi cac cu nhan xét rang
Red Boat ciing y nhw nwéc mam nhi Pht Quéc héi xwa,” 6ng chia sé. “D6 1a niém
vui, niém hanh phuc to I&n nhat cho t6i.”

Ong vui 1dm khi luc dau, khi Red Boat chi méi dwoc bay ban & vai cho, cac cu ru
nhau khé né mua tirng thung. Ong cwoi: “Hbi do, mbi thung chi cé sau chai théi nén
céac cu c ri nhau cung di mua vé dé danh, s¢ mai mét hét thi khédng con d& mua.”
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Nhin céac cu khé khan khuan tirng thung nwéc mam bwéc ra khdi cho, 6ng biét éng
da san xuat dwgc mot sdn pham cé gia tri.

Bay gi®, Red Boat da c6 mé&t & moi noi xa gan.

Tai My, nwéc mam Red Boat dwoc bay ban tai cac chudi siéu thi tAm véc nhw Dean
& DelLuca, Whole Foods Market, Trader Joe’s va Costco Wholesale cling nhuw tai
cac siéu thj A Chau.

Theo dw tru clia 6ng Cuérng, nwdc médm Red Boat sé& budc vao thi triedng Trung
Péng trong mét ngay that gan.

Khéng biét canh budm Red Boat sé di dén noi nao trén thé gidi, chi mong nwéc
mam nay sé& mai 1a moén qua van héa dm thwe thuan Viét quy bau tir thién nhién, 1a
tinh hoa chat loc tr long dai dwong Viét Nam. [qd]
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